
 LIVE STREAMING  

TIMES of HOLY MASS  and MASS INTENTIONS 

OR Indicates Ordinary Rite 

ER Indicates Extraordinary Rite 

SUN          24 MAY Easter VII 

ER 09:00 The People of The Parish 

OR 10:00 + Mark Esterby-Smith (Lewis) 

MON        25 MAY St Bede The Venerable, PD Memoria 

       OR 07:00 + Fr Christopher Back [Emery] 

 ER 07:50 Stephen (L) [Morgan] 

TUE          26 MAY St Philip Neri, P  Memoria 

OR 07:00 Maria Alex (L) [Mathew] 

ER 07:50 Graham (L) [Morgan] 

WED        27 MAY St Augustine of Canterbury, B  Feast 

OR 07:00 + Earl Douglas Harkness [Malubay] 

ER 07:50 + Alisa Crawford [Morgan] 

THU         28 MAY Easter Feria 

OR 07:00 + Colin Ball [McNamara] 

ER 07:50 Rebecca (L) [Morgan] 

FRI           29 MAY St Paul VI, Pp 

OR 07:00 Paulette Emery (L) [Emery] 

ER 07:50 Alisa (L) [Morgan] 

SAT           30 MAY St Luke Kirby, PM (ad lib) or St Walstan 

 The Novena to The Holy Spirit Ends Today 

ER 09:00 Magosia (L) [Morgan] 

OR 10:00 Mgr Canon Harkness (L) [Malubay] 

SUN          31 MAY The Solemnity of Pentecost 

ER 09:00 The People of The Parish 

OR 10:00 Jacob Mathew and Maria Alex (L) [Mathew] 
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The Parish Office Hours:  Closed until further notice—contact Priests directly 

Rector:  
Rt Revd Mgr Canon E Harkness, OSB Obl  
pp@olem.org.uk 
 

Assistant      Fr Simon Leworthy                                                             
Priest :          ap@olem.org.uk 
 

Assistant      Fr Paul Spellman,      
Priest:           FrPaulSpellman@gmail.com 
 

Hospital Chaplain (Resident in Ditton) 
Fr Adrian Gates 
adrian.gates@rcdea.org.uk 
01223 622699 
 

Polish Chaplain (Resident in Chesterton) 
Fr Waldemar Niewinski 
01223 368539 
parafia.cambridge@googlemail.com 
 

Seminarian: Mark Ashwood 
sem@olem.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Assistant 
Rosina Abudulai (on furlough leave) 
rosinapastoral@olem.org.uk 
01223 224865 
Also ARU Chaplain 
angliacatholic@olem.org.uk 

 

Director of Music: 
Nigel Kerry (on furlough leave) 
01223 224854 
music@olem.org.uk 

 

Associate Director of Music 
Sam Barrett (on furlough leave) 
 

Director of the Song School 
Julia Caddick (on furlough leave) 
songschool@olem.org.uk 
 

Director of  the Piano School 
Stefano Manca 
pianoschool@olem.org.uk 
 
 

Financial Administrator: 
01223 224851 
finance@olem.org.uk 

 

Neil Weir (on furlough leave) 
Parish Centre Manager: 
01223 224863                                          
parishcentre@olem.org.uk 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officers 
Rosina Abudulai (on furlough leave) 
01223 224865 
 

 

 This Sunday’s Readings 
Acts of the Apostles 1:12-14 There is a sort of dazed feeling about 
this reading, a sort of suspended animation. Jesus has left his disci-
ples, telling them just to go back into the city and wait for the coming 
of the Spirit. It was a definitive parting, described in terms of the 
prophet Elijah going up to heaven in a fiery chariot, leaving his cloak 
to Elisha as a guarantee of his continued presence and influence. But 
by contrast Jesus left his disciples nothing, not even a cloak, and they 
can only wait in a sort of limbo of hope, surely puzzling what this 
promised coming of the Spirit could be. In the gospels, especially that 
of St Matthew, the Risen Christ had told them to go out and proclaim 
the Good News to all people, but here they are left without any fur-
ther instructions, and obviously nonplussed about how to do this. 
From time to time we find ourselves in the same situation, not know-
ing how we should proceed, even if we are searching and determined 
to do the will of God. We can only wait, perhaps with the comfort of 
the company of others who cannot see their way forward, until the 
Lord sends his Spirit to direct us and make clear the way forward. 
 

1 Peter 4: 13-16 In this pause between the Ascension and Pentecost, 
the first letter attributed to St Peter prepares us both for the coming of 
the Spirit and for the trials and sufferings which the mission of the 
disciples will bring them. Christians are not promised a smooth or 
trouble-free life of ease and merriment. The blessings of the Beati-
tudes should never be translated ‘Happy are…’. The blessedness 
promised is the assurance that God’s hand is hovering over us, and 
that no ultimate harm can befall us. One of the themes, however, of 
the history of the early community in the Acts of the Apostles is that 
trouble and persecution are the inevitable condition of following the 
persecuted and triumphant Christ.  
 

St John 17:1-11 The discourse of Jesus given by St John after the 
Last Supper is of a special literary genre. It was a convention that the 
final instructions of a great leader for his future community should be 
gathered together in the context of a final meal. Jesus’ life and pur-
pose is summed up in this great prayer. The discourse is shot through 
with the warmth of the relationship of Jesus to his Father and with the 
fact that Jesus came to do the will of the Father. But most striking of 
all is the stress on the glorification of Jesus. The earliest kerygma 
about the Resurrection, as we have it in St Paul’s writings, is not 
about the empty tomb, but is about the glory of the risen Christ, that 
Christ is lifted up to his full participation in the divine glory of the 
Father. The hymn in Colossians puts him as first-born in creation and 
now first-born from the dead, so that he can be first in every way. 
Philippians declares that he must receive the homage of bending the 
knee in the worship due only to God. This is not blasphemy, for it is 
‘to the glory of the Father’ that the Risen Christ should share in this 
glory. In a way this gospel reading is a meditation on the effects of 
the culmination of the Ascension for the Risen Christ.  
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 Universal Recitation of The Holy Rosary You 
may remember two years ago we were asked to partic-
ipate in a Coastal Rosary with parishioners journeying 
to the coast in their own Diocese and reciting the Holy 
Rosary. 

NEXT SUNDAY, 31 May, we are asked to join with 
the Bishops of England, Wales and Scotland for the 
Recitation of the Holy Rosary which will begin at 
09:00 and finish at 21:00. 

Our Diocese along with the Diocese of Aberdeen has 
been assigned the slot at 14:00. So, we invite you to 
join in our live-streaming next Sunday at 14:00 as 
we pray the Holy Rosary together. 

The Children’s Liturgy Meet Online at 10.30 on 
Sunday mornings via live the video conferencing app 
Zoom. 

It is an opportunity to praise God and listen and reflect 
on His Word in an age-appropriate way. The approach 
to the Liturgy is aimed at Reception years to Year 3 
but all children and parents are welcome. If you would 
like to join us, you would be very welcome. Please 
email: johngregoryburke@yahoo.co.uk before Sat-
urday evening.  You will receive liturgy materials and 
a link to click on to join the free video conference at 
10:30. If you have not yet come to a Children’s Litur-
gy before, you are especially welcome. 

Aid to The Church in Need: for the latest news, go 
to https://acnuk.org/acn-news/ Families with young 
children may be interested to try the ‘Child’s Bible 
project’. 

Rosary Group During this period self isolation the 
Holy Rosary at Our Lady of The Assumption and The 
English Martyrs is continuing through an online 
WhatsApp group. You can be included in the group 
by contacting either Nessa (01223 860871) or Ivana 
(07734390800). They will let you know about the ac-
tivities of the group. 

The God Who Speaks: Festive Gospels During 
this time of lock-down we are continuing our  Scrip-
ture (Lectio Divina) online. We have some  sessions 
left in our current season on Wednesdays,  at 19:30 up 
the Solemnity of Corpus Christi when we will take a 
break of a week or two, and then resume - maybe by 
then we will be able to meet in the flesh!   Why not 
join us and  enter more deeply into prayer and 
knowledge of the Gospel? No prior knowledge or ex-
pertise is needed!  Just come with an open heart.  For 
further information on how to join the group,  con-
tact: scripture@olem.org.uk   

CAFOD  COVID19 appeal – You will be pleased to 
know that, despite the current economic uncertainty 
for families and parishes, the appeal cafod.org.uk/
parishes has been well supported. If you have not yet 
had time to view the two minute video please do so. 
Thank you. 

Foodbank Donations are requested as usual for the 
last week in May, BUT instead of at church, or indeed 
the Parish Centre, which are both obviously out of the 

question, we would ask that monetary donations be 
made through the CCFb web-site, www.ccfb.org.uk, 
and food items may be taken to the warehouse at Mil-
ton Road, again as per directions on the web-
site.  There are also drop-sites at Sainsbury's 
(Coldham's Lane and Eddington), Azda and Waitrose.  

Laudato Sí 5th Anniversary  This Sunday  
Five years on from his Encyclical Pope Fran-
cis renews his urgent call: “The cry of the earth and 
the cry of the poor cannot continue. Let's take care of 
creation, a gift of our good Creator.“ (video:  https://
www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2020-03/pope-
francis-laudato-si-week.html) 
 

The Encyclical offers an inspiring vision for building 
a just and sustainable world.  This depends on us all 
making choices, guided by our Faith, to live as if we 
really love and care about our sisters and brothers, 
other living creatures and the rest of God's creation. 
 

Today let us unite with Christians around the world in 
prayer – 
Loving God Creator of heaven and earth and all that is 
in them. You created us in your image and made us 
stewards of all your creation, our common home.  
 

You blessed us with the sun, water and bountiful land 
so that all might be nourished. Open our minds and 
touch our hearts, so that we may attend to your gift of 
creation.  
 

Help us to become conscious that our common home 
belongs not only to us, but to all future generations, 
and that it is our responsibility to preserve it. May we 
help each person secure the food and resources that 
they need.  
 

Be present to those in need in these distressing times, 
Especially the poorest and those most at risk of being 
left behind. Transform our fear, anxiety and feelings 
of isolation into hope so that we may experience a true 
conversion of the heart. 
 

Help us to show creative solidarity in addressing the 
consequences of this global pandemic. Make us coura-
geous to embrace the changes that are needed in 
search of the common good. Now more than ever may 
we feel that we are all interconnected, in our efforts to 
lift up the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. 
 

May the present sufferings be the birth pangs of a 
more fraternal and sustainable world. Under the loving 
gaze of Mary,  Help of Christians, we make our prayer 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen   
 

For more information please see: 

https://laudatosiweek.org 

https://journeyto2030.org/2020/05/15/laudato-si-
week/ 
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/the-church/the-
pope/pope-francis/encyclical-laudato-si/ 

 

Standing Orders                   £1,800.00 

On-Line Donations                    £  433.00 

Total                     £2,233.00 
 

A big “thank you” to all those who have contributed 
to the parish on-line through our website and the 
YouTube Channel. We have taken quite a hit fi-
nancially since the lockdown with our weekly col-
lection being reduced by almost £2000 per week. 
 

If you are able to establish a Standing Order (SO) for 
the Parish that would help a great deal. Thank you! 
 

If you register for Gift Aid because you are a UK tax 
payer, every £1 you give to the Parish will have a 
further 25p added by The Exchequer because we are 
a registered Charity. A £1 donation for a Gift Aider 
becomes £1-25 to the Parish! 
 

Parish Finance Report for the Fiscal Year ending 
April 2020 is now on-line on the website. Go to: 
https://olem.org.uk/parish-finance/ to see the fig-
ures and read the commentary. 
 

Parish Prayer 
O God, through Baptism you have made us your 
children, heirs of heaven and members of the 
Church. Make our parish a family of one heart and 
mind in love towards you. Grant that our common 
life and work may be an example to all about us. 
Guide our Rector and assistant Priests in their work 
along with all those involved in ministry. 
Acknowledge the intercessions of Our Blessed Lady 
of The Assumption and The English Martyrs, our 
patrons; and keep us secure in your love.  We ask 
this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
God for ever and ever. Amen 
 

Brookfields  Hospital, Mill Road Once things 
improve if you have a Catholic relative or friend in 
the Lord Byron wards contact: Deacon John Bell 
(07502560610) or johnbell2010@btinternet.com 
 

Addenbrookes and Royal Papworth Hospi-
tals & Nursing Homes Please check with the Ward 
Clerk that the patient is registered as a Catholic. 
Nothing further can be done at the present time. 
 

Mass Intentions Holy Mass is being offered twice 
a day in the church. If you have an intention for a 
Mass, please put it through the Rectory letterbox 
with your name and address and offering or post it  
to: The Parish Office, The Catholic Rectory, Hills 
Road, Cambridge, CB2 1JR. The intentions are an-
nounced each day at the Mass and will also be post-
ed in this newsletter. 

On-Line Mass Requests 
We now have the facility for people to make on-line 
requests for Masses to be offered. 
 

Go to https://olem.org.uk/mass-intentions/ and 
complete the Mass Request form on-line and then 

save it to your computer. You can make your dona-
tion by going to the Home Page and scrolling down 
to the Dona box. 
 

Once you have done this you can email the Finance 
Office: finance@olem.org.uk and attach the copy of 
your Mass Request form or post it to: The Parish 
Office, The Catholic Rectory, Hills Road, Cam-
bridge, CB2 1JR. 

 
God our Father, Creator of the world, almighty and 
merciful, out of love for us You sent your Son into 
the world as the doctor of our souls and our bodies, 
look upon your children who, in this difficult time of 
confusion and dismay in many regions of the world, 
turn to you seeking strength, salvation and relief, de-
liver us from illness and fear, heal our sick. 
 

Comfort their families, give wisdom to our rulers, 
energy and reward to our doctors, nurses and volun-
teers, eternal life to the dead. Do not abandon us in 
the moment of trial but deliver us from all evil. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who loves and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, One God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Lady, Mother of the Church, pray for us! 

 
 

Our Lady, Help of Christians 
Feast Day: 24th May 

 
Join us during the week from Monday-Friday at 
18:00 for the Recitation of the Holy Rosary on live-
streaming throughout the month of May and NEXT 
SUNDAY (Pentecost) at 14:00! The family that 
prays together, stays together! 
 

With our promise of prayers for you all 
at this difficult time!!  

 

Stay Alert! Protect the NHS! Save Lives! 
 

Mgr Canon Eugène Harkness,  
Fr Adrian Gates 

Fr Simon Leworthy 
Fr Paul Spellman 

Sem. Mark Ashwood 
 
 
 

For The Sick  

The Collection Received 
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