
Rededication of England as Mary's Dowry Sunday 29th March, 2020 
 

Prayer:  O Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our most 
gentle Queen and Mother, look down in mercy upon Eng-
land thy “Dowry” and upon us all who greatly hope and 
trust in thee. 

 

Response: We your faithful people assembled here offer you this 
country in which we live. Once it was yours, all its chil-
dren were your children and you were honoured through-
out England as its Protectress and its Queen. Again do we 
consecrate it as your Dowry, and entrust it to your mater-
nal care. 

 

Prayer:    By thee it was that Jesus our Saviour and our hope was 
given unto the world; and He has given 

 thee to us that we might hope still more. 
 

Response:  To you we entrust the Church, which invokes you as 
Mother. On earth you preceded her in the pilgrimage of 
faith. Comfort her in her difficulties and trials. Make her 
always the sign and instrument of intimate union with 
God and of the unity of the whole human race. 

 

 To you, Mother of the human family, and of the nations, we confidently entrust the whole of 
humanity with its hopes and fears. Let it not lack the light of true wisdom. Guide it to seek 
freedom and justice for all. Direct its steps in the ways of peace. 

  

 Enable all to meet Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
 

Prayer: Plead for us thy children, whom thou didst receive and accept at the foot of the Cross, O sor-
rowful Mother. 

 

Response:  Pray, O Holy Mother of God, for the conversion of heart of the people of England, restoration  
of the sick, consolation for the troubled, repentance of sinners, peace to the departed. Queen of 
Peace, pray for us and give to the world the peace for which all peoples are longing, peace in 
the truth, justice and charity of Christ. Give peace to the nations and to the souls of all, that in 
peace, the Kingdom of God may prevail. 

 

Prayer:    Intercede for our separated brethren, that with us in the one true fold they may be united to the 
supreme Shepherd, the Vicar of thy Son.  

 

Response: May your prayers bring back this country to the fullness of its ancient faith. May your inter-
cession lead us to a closer union with your divine Son. We offer you all the people of this land, 
especially those who know you so little or not at all. May all in our country know Christ, the 
light of the world and its only Saviour.  

 

Prayer: Pray for us all, dear Mother, that by faith fruitful in good works we may all deserve to see and  
praise God, together with thee, in our heavenly home.  

  
Response: May we who follow your Son, be  fruitful in the good work of building a culture of life in our 

world, where all human life is treasured and the gift of God’s creation is respected and cared 
for, so that all may share the fruits of Gods generous love.  

 

V: Pray for us O Holy Mother of God  R: That we may be made worthy of the Promises of Christ.  
 

 O Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, and our most gentle Queen and Mother, look down in 
mercy upon England, thy Dowry, and upon us all who greatly hope and trust in thee. By thee it 
was that Jesus, our Saviour and our hope, was given unto the world; and he has given thee to 
us that we might hope still more. Plead for us thy children, whom thou didst receive and accept 
at the foot of the cross, O sorrowful Mother, intercede for our separated brethren, that with us 
in the one true fold they may be united to the Chief Shepherd, the Vicar of thy Son. Pray for us 
all, dear Mother, that by faith, fruitful in good works, we may all deserve to see and praise 
God, together with thee in our heavenly home. Amen.  
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The Parish Office Hours:  Monday—Thursday 09:00-16:30; Friday 09:00 -14:30 

Rector:  
Rt Revd Mgr Canon E Harkness, OSB Obl  
pp@olem.org.uk 
 

Assistant      Fr Simon Leworthy                                                             
Priest :          ap@olem.org.uk 
 

Assistant      Fr Paul Spellman,      
Priest:           FrPaulSpellman@gmail.com 
 

Hospital Chaplain (Resident in Ditton) 
Fr Adrian Gates 
adrian.gates@rcdea.org.uk 
01223 622699 
 

Polish Chaplain (Resident in Chesterton) 
Fr Waldemar Niewinski 
01223 368539 
parafia.cambridge@googlemail.com 
 

Seminarian: Mark Ashwood 
sem@olem.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Assistant 
Rosina Abudulai (on furlough leave) 
rosinapastoral@olem.org.uk 
01223 224865 
Also ARU Chaplain 
angliacatholic@olem.org.uk 

 

Director of Music: 
Nigel Kerry (on furlough leave) 
01223 224854 
music@olem.org.uk 

 

Associate Director of Music 
Sam Barrett (on furlough leave) 
 

Director of the Song School 
Julia Caddick (on furlough leave) 
songschool@olem.org.uk 
 

Director of  the Piano School 
Stefano Manca 
pianoschool@olem.org.uk 
 
 

Financial Administrator: 
01223 224851 
finance@olem.org.uk 

 

Neil Weir (on furlough leave) 
Parish Centre Manager: 
01223 224863                                          
parishcentre@olem.org.uk 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officers 
Rosina Abudulai (on furlough leave) 
01223 224865 
 

 

THIS SUNDAY’S READINGS 

Isaiah 50:4-7 In the Book of Isaiah there are four songs (of which 
this is the third), sung by a mysterious Servant of the Lord. It is not 
clear who this Servant is, but he is totally dedicated to the service of 
the Lord; he is a disciple who listens devotedly. Through suffering, 
this Servant brings to fulfilment the salvation which the Lord intends 
for Israel and for the world. Jesus saw himself in terms of this Serv-
ant, and the four songs feature throughout the liturgy of Holy Week.  

Philippians 2:6-11 This hymn was probably not written by Paul 
himself, but taken up by him and placed into his letter to the Philippi-
ans. It is a very early Christian hymn. It celebrates the triumph of 
Jesus through his selflessness. The assertions at the end of the hymn 
are staggering. The hymn claims for Jesus the titles and the worship 
which are due only to God. What is more, this acknowledgement of 
Jesus does not detract from the glory of God, but is precisely ‘to the 
glory of God the Father’. This is perhaps the fullest statement in Paul 
of the divine glory of Jesus himself, and it is won by his humiliation 
in death. 

St Matthew 21:1-11 Today’s liturgy concentrates on two very dif-
ferent events, the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem as Messian-
ic King and the events of a few days later which culminated in his 
agonising and shameful death. This seeming end-point was to be re-
versed by the explosion of new life in the Resurrection after three 
days, an explosion which constituted God’s vindication of Jesus’ lov-
ing obedience and the affirmation that it has overcome and wiped out 
the sin of Adam, human sin. How much time did Jesus spend in Jeru-
salem? 

The Gospel of John recounts four separate visits to Jerusalem, 
whereas Mark (and Matthew and Luke, who follow Mark’s outline) 
compresses all Jesus’ Jerusalem ministry into one visit, inaugurated 
by the solemn entry, as narrated in the gospel we hear today before 
the procession with palms. This event is recounted by the evangelists 
in the light of their fuller understanding of Jesus after the Resurrec-
tion. We see the colourful, festal atmosphere of crowds going up to 
Jerusalem, waving palm branches as banners in their enthusiasm and 
singing as they march. Jesus and his disciples join in. But it may be 
only later that the significance of this event was grasped: this entry 
was the fulfilment of the prophecy of Zechariah about the Messiah 
coming into his inheritance, to complete his God-given mission and 
to proclaim peace to the nations.  

St Matthew especially, writing for a community steeped in Judaism, 
actually quotes the prophecy and also the psalm-verse about ‘him 
who comes in the name of the Lord’. He stresses that Jesus is this 
Son of David, whose eschatological kingship is about to be estab-
lished.  
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 Time to Create A Standing Order? With the clo-
sure of our churches (OLEM, Bar Hill and Ditton) the 
collection which is needed to maintain the parish has 
dramatically fallen. 
 
If you have a bank account and are willing to donate 
weekly/monthly/yearly to the parish, then please 
download the Standing Order Form at the bottom of 
this website page https://olem.org.uk/newsletters-
and-time-of-mass/ 
 
It assures us that we have some income and you can 
control how much you contribute and when, if you 
wish, you can cancel it without any problem (unlike a 
Direct Debit!!) 
 
If you are a tax payer then it can also be Gift Aided 
which means for every £1 you give the amount re-
ceived is £1-25. 
 

Alms for Lent This year the Bishop has chosen two 
charities to be supported by the Diocese for our Len-
ten Alms: 
(i) FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND for their ongo-
ing support and concern for Christians who are perse-
cuted across the world  
(ii) SVP EAST ANGLIA The SVP has just opened a 
house in Sheringham and are looking to buying anoth-
er elsewhere in the Diocese. 
 
The God Who Speaks II:  Lectio Divino is now be-
ing live-streamed from our YouTube Channel. To 
know more please contact Sr Tamsin 
at scripture@olem.org.uk 
 
Foodbank There will only be a monetary collection 
for foodbank this month.  Your donations are extreme-
ly important as they go towards the purchase of food 
and help with utilities. Please make your donations in 
cash or cheque made payable to the Cambridge City 
Foodbank, placed in an envelope addressed to the 
Foodbank c/o OLEM.  Very many thanks for your 
continued generous support.  
 
Aid to the Church in Need: acting with Friends of 
the Holy Land, ACN asks for our support for suffering 
Christians. Take a look at their website https://
acnuk.org/news/holy-land-bethlehem-in-
lockdown/ and consider using their Stations of the 
Cross in your prayers https://acnuk.org/resource/
stations-of-the-cross-secondary/ There is also a ver-
sion for primary school children. 

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING 

Despite the fact that the church is closed until further 
notice, your priests are continuing to offer the Holy 
Mass for you and your intentions as well as remem-
bering you during our Rosary and Divine Office. 
 
It seems surreal in one sense to be offering the Holy 
Mass with no one present—but that is a worldly way 
of looking at our present situation. With the aid of 
modern technology we are attempting to keep every-

one together through the Live Streaming of Masses, 
the Lectio Divino and anything else that can be done. 
 
I know that the Children’s Liturgy is continuing 
through technological means. (see below) 
 
The Children’s Liturgy Meet Online at 10.30 on 
Sunday mornings via live the video conferencing app 
‘Zoom’. 

It is an opportunity to praise God and listen and reflect 
on His Word in an age-appropriate way. The approach 
to the Liturgy is aimed at Reception years to Year 3 
but all children and parents are welcome. 

Last Sunday was our trial exercise: 14 families took 
part. If you would like to join us, you would be very 
welcome. 

Please email johngregoryburke@yahoo.co.uk before 
Saturday evening.  You will receive liturgy materials 
and a link to click on to join the free video conference 
at 10.30. If you have not yet come to a Children’s Lit-
urgy before, you are especially welcome. 

Rosary Group During this period self isolation the 
Holy Rosary at Our Lady of The Assumption and The 
English Martyrs is continuing through an online 
WhatsApp group. You can be included in the group 
by contacting either Nessa (01223 860871) or Ivana 
(07734390800). They will let you know about the ac-
tivities of the group. 

Mass Intentions Holy Mass is being offered twice a 
day in the church. If you have an intention for a Mass, 
please put it through the Rectory letterbox with your 
name and address and offering or post it  to: The Par-
ish Priest, The Catholic Rectory, Hills Road, Cam-
bridge, CB2 1JR. The intentions are announced each 
day at the Mass and will also be posted in this news-
letter. 

THIS COMING SUNDAY 
 
Join us live-streaming from 11:45-
12:15 from Our Lady of The Assump-
tion and The English Martyrs for the 
Re-Dedication of England to The 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 
The Holy Father has granted a Plena-
ry Indulgence at this time for all those 
affected by the Covid 19 virus. The 
conditions for the reception of the Ple-
nary Indulgence are covered by this 
act of Re-Dedication. 
 
See our website to read the Decree 
from the Apostolic Penitentiary. 
 

Our Lady of The Assumption! 
Pray for us! 

OUR PARISH LIVE-STREAMING 
On your computer or device type in the following: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCFIftyWRJgbv2PUbSZHMhqg 

To the right you will see a button saying: SUB-
SCRIBE. Click on this. 

https://radiomariaengland.uk/ 

DAB: Radio Maria England (Band IIC 220.352 
MHz) in Cambridgeshire and the surrounding areas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brookfields  Hospital, Mill Road Once things 
improve if you have a Catholic relative or friend in 
the Lord Byron wards contact: Deacon John Bell 
(07502560610) or johnbell2010@btinternet.com 
 
Addenbrookes and Royal Papworth Hospi-
tals & Nursing Homes Please check with the Ward 
Clerk that the patient is registered as a Catholic. 
Nothing further can be done at the present time. 
  
 

Standing Orders                                       £1,780.00 
 

Our parish relies on offertory collections to maintain and 
grow the mission. We do not receive funding from the 
government, the Diocese of the Vatican. 
 

What you decide to give is personal to you. Whatever you 
decide, the amount should suit your circumstances and be 
meaningful to you. You may wish to start a Standing 
Order with the Parish which allows you to control the 
amount you give and when. The table below may help 
you to work our percentages if you wish. 

Parish Prayer 
O God, through Baptism you have made us your 
children, heirs of heaven and members of the 
Church. Make our parish a family of one heart and 
mind in love towards you. Grant that our common 
life and work may be an example to all about us. 
Guide our Rector and assistant Priests in their work 
along with all those involved in ministry. 
Acknowledge the intercessions of Our Blessed Lady 
of The Assumption and The English Martyrs, our 
patrons; and keep us secure in your love.  We ask 
this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
God for ever and ever. Amen 

 

Please pray for  those in the front lines working to com-

bat it COVID 19 and for those who are sick in hospital 
or at home and for those who are housebound. For 
those who have died and for all those whose anniver-
sary of death occurs at this time. 
 

Loving God, your Son accepted our sufferings to 
teach us the virtue of patience in human illness. Hear 
our prayers for all who suffer, that they may realise 
that they have been chosen to be saints and know 
that they are joined to Christ in his suffering for the 
salvation of the world. Amen 
 
 

With our promise of prayers for you all 
at this difficult time!! 

Mgr Canon Eugène Harkness,  
Fr Adrian Gates 

Fr Simon Leworthy 
Fr Paul Spellman 

Sem. Mark Ashwood 

Sick and Housebound Parishioners 

LIVE 

STREAMING  

TIMES of HOLY MASS  

and MASS INTENTIONS 

OR Indicates Ordinary Rite 

ER Indicates Extraordinary Rite 

SUN     29 MAR 5th Sunday in Lent  

 OR 09:00 + Janina Margas 

  ER  10:00 The People of the Parish 

11:45  Re-Dedication of England to 

 The Blessed Virgin Mary 

MON    30 MAR Lenten Feria 

       OR 07:00 + Philip Watkins 

 ER 07:50 + Erminia Perri 

TUE     31 MAR Lenten Feria 

OR 07:00 Bob and Christine Branch 

 for their 50th Wedding Anniversary 

ER 07:50 Pat and Terry 

WED     01 APR Lenten Feria 

OR 07:00 + Sr Anna Hawke, CJ 

ER 07:50 + Tadeusz Stefanczyk 

THUR   02 APR Lenten Feria 

OR 07:00 + Bernadette Teall 

ER 07:50 + Deceased of McDonnell Family 

FRI        03 APR Lenten Feria 

 Day of Prayer for Survivors of 

 Sexual Abuse 

OR 07:00 + Deceased of Harkness Family 

ER 07:50  + Fiona Hutchinson 

SAT       04 APR Lenten Feria 

OR 09:00 Special Intention (Nöelle) 

ER 10:00 The Beda Community 

SUN      05 MAR 5th Sunday in Lent 

OR 09:00 + Filomena Melican 

  ER 10:00 The People of The Parish 

The Only Collection Received 
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